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SOME FURTHER FRAGMENTS OF THE CHRONICLE OF MANASSES

Cod. Athous 2789 Docheiariou 115, containing miscellanea, is made up of two
manuscript sections, one of the fifteenth century (which forms the greater part of the
codex) and another of the sixteenth1. It contains an entry (n. 32 according to the Lam-
bros catalogue) entitled: «Οἱ ὑπὸ τοῦ Θεοφίλου ἐγχαραχθέντες εἰς τοὺς ἁγίους
Θεόδωρον καὶ Θεοφάνην στίχοι»2. Present here is the epigram preserved in Theo-
phanes Continuatus (and his known user Skylitzes, whence it also passed elsewhere),
which gives the letters said to have been inscribed on the foreheads of the said martyrs
on the orders of the ninth-century Byzantine Iconoclast emperor Theophilus3. The epi-
gram is however followed in the Docheiariou manuscript by twenty-four verses from
the chronicle of Manasses, in particular verses 4812-4813 and 4826-48474. The arrange-
ment is based on the layout of verses 4826-4847, with verses 4812-4813 having been
incorporated between verses 4830-4831. A few changes have been made to the text.
Verse 4827 has been replaced by: ὁ ἱερὸς Θεόδωρος καὶ θεῖος Θεοφάνης. In verse 4830,
μεθοδίῳ has replaced τῷ δικαίῳ. In 4812, τῷ ἐξορίστῳ ἀπρεπῶς has replaced θέμενος
ὑπερόριον, while in 4813, κατέκλεισεν has been rendered κατάκλειστον. The forms:
καλῶς (4832), οὐρανῶν (4838) and συνθλιβεὶς (4845), taken together, show our text
to derive from the recension of Manasses present in Cod. Vaticanus graecus 1409,
which is of the late thirteenth century. 

The epigram and the verses from Manasses are present in the section of Cod.
Docheiariou 115 dating from the fifteenth century5. Cod. Athous 492 Konstamonitou
56, from the eighteenth century, and containing most, though not all, the fifteenth-cen-
tury section of Cod. Docheiariou 115, also contains the same texts.6 We have therefore
two further, albeit partial and reworked, representatives of Manasses to add to the 115
already known, as well as two further cases of the epigram, from whichever part of the
tradition of Theophanes Continuatus it may derive. 
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