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h.. Zelliou-Mastorokosta, (Jnknown and Little Known [;i.ehters trom the
Gevgeli.ia Area in the Macedonian Struggle.

Dur ing  the  per iod  o f  Ot toman ru le ,  Gevge l i ja  was in  the  v i layc t  o1 '
Thessalonik i  and was the seat of  the sub-distr ict  of  Gevgel i ja,  which included
57 v i l lages .  I t  exper ienced cons iderab le  economic  and in te l lec tua l  deve lop-
ment at  the end of  the l9th century,  and this is why the Greeks of  Gevgel i ja
began to prepare for the struggle against the Bulgarians well before 1903.

The l ' i rst  v ict ims of  the Macedonian Struggle in the Gevgel i ja arca in-
c luded Hadzizaf i r is ,  the notables Yeoryios Vafopoulos and Hristos Tsi tsos,
and Dr Dimitr ios Kyvernidis.

When the Greek consulate in Thessalonik i  took ovcr the organisat ion ol '
the Maccdonian Struggle in 1903, an ol ' l icer namcd Panayot is Kl i tos undcr-
took to organise the Gevgeli ja area. Other officers active herc u,ere Ycot'yios
Kakou l id is ,  Hr is tos  Pradounas,  l -oukas  Papa loukas ,  D imi t r ios  Kakkavos ,
Hristos Karapanos. and Konstandinos Mazaraki-Ainian. At thc samc t imc and
ear l ier ,  armed bands of  local  captains were act ivc in thc arca and around thc
River Axios,  making a substant ia l  contr ibut ion to the dcl 'cnce ol  thc Grcck
populat ion.

Many teachers who were nat ives of  the arca fought for  thc nat ional  idca
in Gcvgcl i ja,  as did many others rvho had been appointed to w'ork rhcrc.

Apar t  l rom the  inhab i tan ts  o f  Gevge l i ja ,  who werc  f igh t ing  lo r  thc  sur ' -
v ival  of  the Grcek people,  many inhabi tants of  the wider arca - l ront  . . \ r iou-
po l i ,  Arhange los ,  Bogdants i ,  Gra i ts is t i ,  Idomeni ,  Evzon i ,  Kas tancr i .  I -agad ia .
L ivad ia ,  Mou in ,  Negor ts i ,  Pard i tsa ,  sk ra ,  smokv i tsa ,  s toyakovo.  and Tr r r r
Eleita- made a notablc contribution to the Macedonian Strugglc.

Unfor tunate ly ,  Gevge l i ja  and the  N par t  o f  i t s  d is t r i c t  nc \ rc l -  bccurnc
Grcck.  I t  was awarded to Serbia bv the Treatv of  Bucharest  in 1913.


