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I". .  N. ' Is igar idas.  The Frescocs in Ayos V/asslos ncar thc Monastct 'v ol
the Grcat l-avra on Mount Athos.

This study publ ishes the l ' rcscocs in the Church of  Ayos Vlassios ncar thc
Great  l -av ra  on  Mount  A thos .  Thc  church  is  a  smal l  a is lc lcss  bar rc l -vau l tcc l
s t ruc tu rc  (6 .90x4. t10  m)  w i th  a  scmic i rcu la r  apsc  and lav ish ly  dccora tcc l  rv i th
l rcscocs. AroLrnd 1529, minor intcrvent. ions on the archi tccturc ol  the shcl l  nu-
r t ia l ly  dcstroyed the frescoes on thc north and south lval ls.

' fhc 
surviv ing l ' rescoes predatc thc renovat ion of  1529 ancl  arc in rr  compa-

t 'a t i ve ly  good s ta te  o l 'p rcserva t ion .  Thcy  composc  an  in tcgra tc i l .  chrono log , i -
cai l ly  uni l icd iconographical  programmc that is ol  part . icular intcrest  r i , i th r-c-
gard to art ist ic t rcnds in f i l tccnth-ccntury paint ing.

Thc main l 'cat .urc of  the dccorat ion is thc srmpl ic i ty ol  thc iconographical
programmc. lvhich is l imi tcd to Iourtccn sccncs I ' rom thc Tlvclve [ ;cast ,s.  uncl
thc abscncc ol 'somc l 'undamcntal  scencs I ' rom the Christological  cyclc,  such a.s
thc Dcposi t ion I ' rotn thc Cross and thc Thrcnos. The tcndcncy t .o l imi t  thc ico-
nog|aphical  programmc to basic sccncs from thc Tr.velve f ;casts.  lv i th no crr i -
phas is  on  thc  Pass ion  cyc lc ,  i s  obs ,c rvcc l .  as  wc l iavc  sccn .  in  a is lc lcss  chLr r - -
chcs  in  Maccdon ia  l ' t ' om thc  las t  ( lL ra r tc r  o l  thc  lour tcenth  ccn tury  o r t rvarc l .s .
and ivas  onc  o l ' thc  t rcnds  o l ' thc  i conography  o l  th is  pcr io i l  tha t  p rcva i l cc l  in
t l rc l ' i l ' tccnth ccnt ur-y.

[ ; ron l  t tn  i conograph ica l  po in t  o f  v icw,  thc  sccncs  rv i th  Ihc i r  s imp lc  i co log-
I 'aph ica l  lo l 'mat  and thc  ind iv idua l  i conograph ica l  t ypcs  in  thc  A1 'os  \ l lass ios
pa in t i r lgs  dcr ivc  I ' r t tn t  t l t c  i conograph ica l  t t ' ad i t ion  o f  l )a laco logan ar t  u t  thc
t t l l ' n  o f  t l t c  f i l t ccn th  ccn l .u ry  in  n ronur lcn ts  in  lV laccdon ia .  o r  c lsc  thc \ ' . shou,
sol l - lc  conncct ion u ' i th tvork.s oi  thc ( . r 'c tun school  in thc l i l tccnth ccntLl t - \ / .

I ' ro t t ' t  an  a l ' t i s t i c  po in t  o l ' r , i cu ' .  the  Ay 'os  \ l lass ios  f r -cscocs  cont inLrcc l  91
Mot t t l t  A tho .s  in  thc  t i l ' t ccn th  ccn tLn- ) , ,n - rodcs  o l  pa in t ing  l r -o rn  thc  Ias t  ( l l r ru ' t c r 'o l
t h c  I ' o L r r t c c n t h  a n d  t h c  l i r s t  ( l u a r t c r  o f ' t h c  l i l t c c n t h  c e n t u r y  t h u t  a r c  s c c n  c h i c -
l l y  in  c l t t t l ' chcs  in  IV Iaccdon ia .  l -hc  c losc  iconog laph ica l  conncc t io r rs  bc t r l , ccn
thc  Ayos  V lass ios  l rcscocs  and l i . ' o lks  o l ' thc  < iV Iaccc lo r . r ia r " r ,  and thc  ( l rc tun
sc l too l  i r l  thc  f i l t ccn th  ccn t .u t ' y .  t .ogc thcr  r i , i th  thc i r  a f l i l i a t ion .  dcsp i tc  i r  d i l l c -
l -cncc  in  r lua l i t y .  l v i th  thc  pa in t ings  a t  Ka lcn ic  in  tc rms o l  thc  t1 -po logy ,o l  thc
lo t 'ms.  thc  tcchn iq t rc  o l  rendcr ing  thc  laccs ,  d rapcry .  anc l  lanc lscapc .  anc l  thc
p a l c t t c ,  s L l g g c s t  t h a t  t h c y  m a y  b c  d a t c d  t o  t h c  l i r s t  h a l l  o l  t h c  l i l t c c n t h
ccntLrfy.


