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N4. Pai'sidou. The F,arliest Phases of thc Ircscoes in the Church ol thc

Panagitr in Mouzcviki. Kastoria, und thc Dcvclopmcnt of thc Lt'tctt l icortt ' t-
g rttplt i c trl T r ud i t i o n.

Amids t  a  numbcr  o l '  I3yzant inc  and pos t - l l yzant inc  churchcs  in  thc

Mouzcvik i  quartcr  of  the t )o l tso distr ict  o l '  Kastor ia stands the Church ol  thc
Mothcr  o f  God,  now ded ica ted  to  S t  N1enas,  pa t ron  sa in t  o l '  Kas tor ia .

t r igh tccn th-ccn tury  sources  re fc r  to  the  chur -ch  as  thc 'Monast .e ry  o l  thc
T 'heotokos  Mouzcv ikou ' .  The on ly  bu i ld ing  s t i l l  s tand ing  today  is  thc  vcry
clongatcd church (22.42x6.85 m) lv i th a narthex, decorated rv i th l ' rescocs l ' rorn
l 'our di l ' f 'crcnt  per iods.  The only phase spcci f icd by a foundcr 's inscr ipt ion is

the 1654 phase, lvhich the r ,vr i ter  has already invest igated. Holvever,  a c lose
inspec t ion  o l ' the  sanc tuary  and a  smal l  a rea  ou ts ide  i t  revea ls  two more

layers of  o lder l rescor,vork.
Thc  car l i cs t  pa in t ings  arc  in  thc  apsc  and rcprescnt  thc  Panag ia  V la -

chcrn i t i . ssu  and thc  Mel ismos w i th  thc  co-o f l i c ia t ing  prc la tcs .  Thcy  sharc  c losc

iconograph ica l  s im i la r i t ies  l v i th  the  south  chape l  in  Ag io i  Kons tan t inos  and
Ir lcni  in Ohrid and display the same sty le t is  a numbcr of  monumcnts datcd to

thc late l ;1th to mid- l5th century in Kastor ia,  Prcspa, and thc Ohrid a,rca,  nnd

this at tcsts thc art ist ic cnvironmcnt to which they belong. The micrographic

Icndcnc ics .  thc  cxpress ive ,  an t ic lass ica l  approach,  thc  dcep n- rou ld ing  lv i th
rvh i tc  h igh l igh ts .  the  l i ve ly ,  l ' l cc t ing  g lancc ,  together  rv i th  the  typo logy ,  a rc

a lso  sccn  in  thc  l r -cscoes  in  thc  south  chapc l  in  Ag io i  Kons tan t inos  and E lcn i

a t  Ohr id  (c .  1400) ,  thc  Church  o f  thc  Ana l ips i  aL  Lescovac  ( l45 l12) ,  and thc

Chapcl  o l '  the Apost les in Agios Nikolaos at  I lo ln ica (c.  1461).  Conscqucnt ly,  a

dat ing  in  thc  sccond th i rd  o f  thc  l -5 th  century  1 'o r  our  monumenL sccms
p laus ib le  and a lso  supp l ies  the  miss ing  l ink  in  the  ar t  o f  Kas tor ia  be tween thc

l rcscocs  i r r  Ag ios  Andreas  tou  Rousou l i  (1430)  and thosc  in  Ag ios  N iko laos  t i s

monachis Eupraxias (  1485/6).
Most of  the sanctuary is covcrcd rv i th I ' rescoes that are latcr  than thosc in

thc apsc. and this is supportcd by the plastcr .  From top to bottom and cast to

west ,  thc  rcprcscnta t ions  arc :  the  Annunc ia t ion ,  thc  Communion  o l '  the

Apost les ,  thc  Nat iv i t y ,  the  Lament ,  and the  Descent  in to  He l l .  These arc

lol lo lvcd by a numbcr of  saints in medal l ions,  the co-of f ic iat ing prelates bclolv
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thcsc .  and then the  N4c l i smos o f  thc  l i l th  ccn tury .  The Gospc l  thcmcs lo l lo r l '
the  rea l i s t i c  i conography  tha t  devc lopcd in  nor th - rvcs tc rn  Maccdon ia  in  thc
l 5 t h  c c n t u r y .  a n d  t i , c  m a y  t h u s  r e c o g n i s c  t h c  i n l ' l u c n c c  o l  t h c  s o - c a l l c d
' K u s t o t ' t a  i t t e l r e r '  i n  t h c  A n n u n c i u t i o n  a n d  t h e  I - a m c n t .  s i m r l a r i t i c s  s h a r c d
lv i th  thc  Nat iv i t y  in  Ag io i  Anargyro i  a t  Scrv ra .  and an t ic lassrca l  mot i l ' s  in  thc
D c s c c n t  i n t o  t l c l l .

I n  t L r c  z o n c  o l ' m c d a l l r o n s .  [ h c  i c o n o g r a p h y  i s  s i n t i l a r  t o  t h a t  r n  A g i o i
Apos to lo i  tou  T t .o tz t r .  In  par t . i cu la r ,  thc  loca l  sa in ts  Germanos.  Ach i l l i os  o t
Prcspa,  and C lcment  o l  Ohr id  a rc  no tab lc  in  tha t  thcy  r r rc  so  t 'a rc lv

; lor t raycd. This is thc f i f th knou'n rcprcscntat ion of  Clcrncnt in a rnonuntcnt i r r
Grcccc .  Of  thc  sa in tcd  prc la tcs  in  thc  lo lc r  / .onc ,  Cyr i l  o l '  A lcxandr ia  s tunds
out I 'or  thc bcauty ol  h is portrar l . .

' l - l t c  
pa in t ings  in  th is  phasc  arc  d is t inc t i vc  I 'o r  thc i r  robus t .  r ' cgu la r l t '

p r o p o f t i o n c d  I ' i g u r c s .  T h c  m o u l d i n g  a n d  t h c  c l i r a r o s c u r o  a r c  s o l t . ' f h c  n c h
pa lc t t . c  car r i cs  cchoes o l  Katc lanos 's  p r inc ip lcs .  and thc  pa in te r  a lso  scc l l . \  to
bc  fan i i l i a r  * , i th  thc  rvork  o l 'Onou lnos .

In  cor - rc lus ion ,  and bear ing  in  rn ind  thc  t l vo  la tc r  phascs  o l  t l i c  lT th
ccntLl l 'y  ( lvhich havc alrcady bccn studicd),  wc may arpprcciatc thc import .ancc
ol  th is church, which was constant ly being rcnovated, lv i th the greatcst  t 'cspcct
be ing  sho* 'n  to  thc  car l i c r  phascs .  The l i rs t  laycr  may bc  ass igncd to  a  pcnod
rvhcn Kastor ia wr ls a mere bishopr ic.  lvhi lc thc sccond rnust bc datcd to al tcr
i t  b e c a m c  a  m c t r o p o l r t a n a t c ,  i . c .  p o s t - 1 5 3 1 ,  p r o b a b l y  u n d c r  M e t h o d i u s . ' l ' h i s
pcr iod  lvas  charac tc r iscd  by  a  sharp  inc reasc  in  thc  Chr is t ian  popu la t ion  o l '
Kas tona and by  cons iderab lc  a r t i s t i c  ac t i v i t y  (ne lv  monumcnts .  rcnovatcd
churchcs).  We knorv I 'or  a lact  that  three monastcry churchcs wcrc l 'unct ioningl
onc  o f ' thcm was thc  Panae ia  tou  Mouzcv ik i .


