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SUMMARY

N. K. Moutsopoulos, Oppidum Celetrum: O ),ttrtva[og otxtotrtoq rc>rt At-
or4Anu Kooroqt(t<

Thc only reference to celetrum is found in Livy (xxxl ,  l3-xL),  in his
account ol '  the march of  the Roman consul  Sulpic ius,  who, v ia Eordaea and
El imia,  invaded the land of  the Orestae and headed for Celetrum, evidcnt ly
following the road across the Arllestaeus Campus.

Oppiddum Celetrum was undoubtedly on the lake of  Kastor ia,  according
to  L ivy 's  tcs t imony and descr ip t ion .  A l l  the  scho lars ,  t rave l le rs ,  a rchaco lo-
gists,  and researchers who have deal t  wi th the subject  ( including Pouqucvi l lc ,
Dcsdevizes-du-Dezert ,  Dimitsas,  Hammond, and Papazoglou) unhesi tat ingl5r
locate Celetrum at Kastor ia.

Var ious opinions have been ventured with regard to the name. Sontc
assert  that  i t  comes from kel lo.  According to Hesychius,  a keletron rs an
implemcnt with which roug lX0ircrq Ouqrbor.v iv roLE lrorcproi<.

There is a part icular ly interest ing old f ishing method whcreby thc f ish arc
l 'orccd into enclosed spaces on thc bottom of the lake near the shorc,  t ron- l
which thcy cannot escape. The method is knolvn as kt t t ik i t t  today. In ant iqui ty.
i t  rva.s probably known as keletrzr ,  and very c losely resembled thc defensive
arrangement of  the stakes around the lakcside sett lemcnt,  which,  becausc or
i ts c lose resemblance to the f ish t rap, the keletra,  was nameri  Keletron or
Celetrurn.

The study then seeks to determine where the Paeonians came from and
lvhcre they sett led and also to locate their  capi ta l ,  Amydon.

The whole layout of ' the Neol i th ic lakeside sett lement ident i f ied as Roman
Celetrum was lor t i f ied as ear ly as the 5th century B.C.,  probably in the reign
ol  Archelaus of  Macedon (4l4l13-399 B.C.) .

Remnants of  the wal l  have been excavated relat ively recent ly near thc
Church of  the Anal ipsi .  At  the beginning of  the 20th century,  the wal l  survivccl
to a greater height at  the E end of  thc precinct .


