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H i s t o ri c ttl, E t h n o I ogical, S o ci trl, ttn d Li ngu i s t i c Con si dc r at i o n s.

Koutsovlach has survived as a second, acquired language only in thc
cvcryday oral  communicat ion of  the Koutsovlachs. I t  has been in cxistcncc lor '
more than two thousand years,  ever s ince the Roman per iod.  I t  is  d i f i icul t  t r - r
study because i t  lacks a wr i t ten I 'orm and i t  was l i t t le ment ioned unt i l  thc cnd
of the lBth century.

The foreign l i tcrature on Koutsovlach, notably the Romanian l i teraturc ot
the  la tc  l9 th  and ear ly  20 th  century ,  makes no  ob jec t ive  cont r ibu t ion  to  r ts
sc ien t i l ' i c  invcs t iga t ron ,  be ing  a l igned w i th  the  genera l  p ropaganda o l  thc
per iod.  The Greek l i terature,  which appeared ear ly in the 20th centur l ,  and
part iculat- ly al ' ter  1970, presents qui te a sat isfactory study of  the Koutsovlach
language and cul turc.  The specialrsed studies (post-1970) havc bccn bascd on
painstaking personal  invest igat ions and recordings by language scholars.

Koutsov lach  has  becn spoken cont inuous ly  do , ,vn  thc  agcs ,  bu t  thc
Romanian propaganda placcd i t  under severe strain.  Fol lowing thc cconont ic
and demograph ic  upheava ls  o l '1912,  and par t i cu la t ' l y  a f te r  WW I I .  the  Kou-
tsovlachs abandoned their  compact communit ies lor  the urban centres.  lcaving
their  language behind.

I t  s t i l l  s u r v i v c d  t o  a  s a t i s l a c t o r y  e x t c n t  u n t i l  t h c  d c c a d c  1 9 6 0 - 7 0 .
Thcreafter,  however,  i t  began to diminish fast ,  now losing i ts local  id ioms too.
owing to the departure of  the Koutsovlachs. The resul t  was thc devclopment
oi  a morc general  l 'orm of  thc language, "Koutsovlach koine".  Nonethclcss.
two diat lcctal  groups were st i l l  d ist inguishable,  wi th ccrtain di f fercnccs, onc
represent ing the so-cal led northern id ioms t ind the other the southern.

Today (1996) ,  Koutsov lach  has  a l l  bu t  ceased to  be  spoken and i t s
ext inct ion is inevi table .  The end of  th is century wi l l  br ing the l i fe-cyclc ol '  the

Koutsovlach language to a c losc and the histor ical  ro le ol '  the Koustovlach
peop le  w i l l  cnd  w i th  i t .


