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Sophia Il iadou-Tahou, The Greek State and the Schools ot' the Llnre-
deemed Greeks: An Attempt to Create a New Institutional Framework
through the Legitimisation ol'the School Inspectorate in Macedonia in 1907.

When the Greeks in Macedonia launched their  cul tural  counter-at tack
against  thc Slavs'  c la ims by al lowing the Greek school  network to inf i l t rate
the territory of the Ottoman Empire, the first systematic attempt was made to
sct up an organised inspectorate fot the Greck schools in order to co-ordinate
the educational activit ies and to camouflage the action of the Greek consulates
in the same sphere.

However, obstacles to the legitimisation of the school inspectorate sprang
up from many quarters. The first was connected with the patriarchal privileges
and the institutional structure of Greek education as it had taken shape in the
framework of the Ottoman reforms: the arbitrary appointment of a General
Inspector of Greek Schools cut across the jurisdiction of the ofl ' icial Turkish
syllabus inspector, who was responsible on behalf of the Porte for overseeing
the schools of the subjugated communities.

The second and more important obstacle to legi t imis ing the ncw in-
st i tut ion was presented by the refusal  of  the Patr iarchate and the metro-
pol i tans (who were responsible at  a community level)  to issue a patr iarchal
appointment for  the Inspector Gcneral  and the local  inspectors,  because in
practice this would mean that <community education> would be abolished, the
metropol i tans and the school  boards would be excluded from the decis ion-
making processes, and the educat ion of  the unredeemed Greeks would be
controlled by the consulates according to the models 1'ollowed in Greece.

So the Inspectorate of Greek Schools did not become an organic part of
the institutional framework ol'the education of the Greeks and was dependent
on the good wi l l  of  the metropol i tans,  who retained the r ight  to al low or to
forbid the local inspectors to cary out their task.

Unt i l  these areas were l iberated, the inst i tut ion ol '  the inspectorate co-
existed with the entrenched structures; and although it did not fulf i l  all the
hopes that had been invested in i t ,  i t  had a benef ic ia l  inf luence on the
development of the unredeemed Greeks' academic affairs.


