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In the f i rst  hal f  of  the l7C the Roman Cathol ic Church begins a
systematic effort of infi l tration in the Orthodox countries of the Balkans. The
Sacra Congregatio de Propaganda Fide, expresses the Vatican policy in its
pursuit for unification, plans and attempts systematically in the years 1626-
l64l to infi l trate and alterthe confession of I 'aith in the ba^stion of Orthodoxy,
Mt Athos.

During the fifteen years, which the study researches, the Latin Church
used Greek <uniti>> priests, in a mission to Mt Athos to create I 'avourable
conditions for the Mt Athos <uniti> to accept the founding of a school I 'or their
<spir i tual  prosper i tyr .  In real i ty however the school 's object  would be the
gradual alteration of the confession of faith of the orthodox monks.

The persons very careful ly chosen by the Propaganda Fide l .or  th is
purpose were Alexandros Vasi lopoulos,  Kanakios Rossis and his nephews
Andreas and Nikolaos Rossis. The latter succeeded in founding the school at
the Protato in November 1635 where it operated unti l January 1641. However
the participation of the Mt Athos monks wls not the one expected by the
inspirers of the plan because at its peak the school numbered only seventeen
pupi ls.

Thus  due bo th  to  the  unwi l l ingness  o f  the  monks  to  mat r icu la te ,
accompanied by the mistrust of the priors for the Vatican schemes, ancl al.so to
the Turkish danger, the grandiose plans of the Roman Catholic Church lor the
conquest of Mt Athos were cancelled.


