GREGORY NAZIANZEN’S USAGE OF THE HOMERIC SIMILE

It has been stated that «the simile is Homer’s gift to poetry»! and that the
influence through Virgil of the Homeric similes «has affected the subsequent
history of European poetry»?. The present study is aiming at examining the
degree of truth behind the above statements with regard to the similes used in
Gregory’s hexameter and elegiac poems?.

The similes of the Homeric epics are generally classed into two categories:
1) the brief formulaic comparisons* which are wsimple like the Homeric
metaphors»® and a «universal means of expressing thought»®; and 2) the typical
Homeric simile which is «extended so as to become in itself a little picture or
story»”. For reasons of mere convenience I follow Lee® in naming the short
comparison an Internal (I) and the long simile a Full (F) simile. Each simile
consists of two parts: 1) the bare simile, the napaBoiy, called by Lee “protasis’
and by Frinkel "Wiesatz’, and 2) the d¢-clause (or other similar clause) which
Lee calls "apodosis’ —and Frinkel ‘Sosatz’— (and does not count it as part of
the simile proper). The apodosis is mainly a characteristic of the Full similes
and it usually follows the protasis. These are called by Lee "forward-looking’

1. See S. E. Bassett, The Poetry of Homer, Sather Classical Lectures, vol. 15, Berkeley
California: Universily of California Press, 1938, p. 164.

2. See C. M. Bowra, Tradition and Design in the lliad, Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1930,
p. 127. -

3. The text of the poems is 1aken from J. P. Migne, Patrologia Graeca, vol. 37. For
brevity when I refer 10 them [ cite in parenthesis only the number of the colon on which they
appear: e.g. carm. 1.1.2.19 (403). For the Homeric epics I follow the text of the Oxford
edilion.

4. See H. Clarke, Homer's Readers. A historical Introduction to the lhad and the
Odyssey, London and Toronto: Newark Univ. of Delaware Press, 1981, p. 221.

5. See W. A. Camps, An Introduction 10 Homer, Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1980, p. 55.

6. See S. E. Bassett, op. cit., p. 164,

7. See W. A. Camps, op. cit., p. 55. For a tripartite classification see e.g. G. P. Shipp,
Studies in the Language of Homer, second edition, Cambridge: Univ. Press, 1972, p. 79.

8. See D. J. N. Lee, The Similes of the lliad and the Odyssey compared, Melbourne:
Melbourne Univ. Press, 1964, p. 3.

9. See Lee, op. cit., p. 3.
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similes. Additionally, we find occasionally ‘backward-looking’ similes (when the
apodosis precedes the protasis) and ‘double-facing’ similes (when one apodosis
precedes and another one follows the same protasis)!.

In Gregory’s hexameter poems there are about twenty-seven I and nineteen
I' similes; while in his elegiac ones twenty-seven are I and eleven I similes. The
length of the Gregorian similes —only of the apodosis— ranges from one foot
to ten lines. In Homer it is up to nine lines.

As happens in the Homeric epics, so in the Gregorian the poet sometimes
illustrates emphatically the same object/idea by two or more similes presented
in rapid succession either to mark particular occasions, or to underline siriking
moments'!, Examples of an accumulation of short comparisons —called by
Webster an «induction comparison»'? are: Greg. Naz. carm. 1.1.2.67ff. (Migne,
PG 37, col. 406), 1.1.4.441. (ib., 419), 1.2.1.713ff. (576), 1.2.13.1f. (754),
2.1.17.81f. (1267) and 2.1.83.7f. (1429). However, the most elaborate
examples are those of massed Full similes which are all found in elegiac poems:
carm. 2.1.16.66ff. (1259), 2.1.45.21f. (13531.) and 2.1.83.17ff. (1429f.) with
seven, five and two similes respectively. These successive similes are all well
chosen to be appropriate to the context, in opposition to some of the Homeric
ones —particularly of the /liad— which have been criticized as monotonous
and mechanical and as being rather embellishments for their own sake and not
integral to the narrative!s.

The Internal simile is embedded in the verse beginning at every possible
place in the first five feet except at the forbidden ‘fourth trochaic’ caesura as
happens in the Homeric epics'®; while the Full simile usually begins and ends
with the verse as again happens in Homer's.

In form the Gregorian similes may be divided into various categories
according to the particles, conjunctions, adjectives etc. by which they are
introduced.

10. For examples on this see Lee, op. cit., p. 141

11. See R. C. lebb, Homer. An Introduction to the lliad and the Odyssey, \hird edition,
Glasgow: J. Maclehose, 1888, p. 31, Lee, op. cit., p. 12f{. and T. B. L. Webster, From
Mycenae to Homer, London: Methuen, 1958, p. 232 and p. 234f.

12. See Webster, op. cil., p. 224.

13. See Lee, op. cit, p. 14.

14. See S. E. Bassett, The Function of the Homeric Simile, TAPhA 52 (1921) 132-147

15. Some exceptions to this are: Greg. Naz. carm. 1.1.2.19f. (Migne, PG 37, col. 403),
1.1.7.511. (ib., 442), 1.1.8.9141. (4531, 2.1.19.19¢. (1272),2.1.22.19¢. (1282), 2.1.10.51.
(1027) and 2.2.1.159(f. (1463).
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1) In Gregory’s hexameter and elegiac poems there are three and four
Internal similes respectively which all begin with &g preceded by a noun or
adjective (used nominally): e.g. carm. 1.2.12.3 (754): / pwdpuny’ d¢ SAlyovie,
This 1s a very common type of {short) simile in the Homeric epics, althougb
here one finds Full similes too!”.

2) More common in Gregory’s poems is the Internal simile with @c, or
¢ote (in Homer always ¢¢ 1e!8) followed by a noun. This type is used twelve
times in his hexameters and fifteen in his elegiac poems. See e.g. his carm.
1.2.12.1 (753): (vl ') @c Tpoyde GupLéiteroc/!%. Apart from the common
Internal similes of this type, in the lliad and the Odyssey there are also a few
Full similes.

3) a) The use of é¢ or &ote with a subject and a verb appears ten times in
the hexameter and twice in the elegiac poems, always in Full similes followed by

an apodosis with &¢2: carm. 1.2.2.526ff. (620):

@ 87 &pwv goivina @dtig Ovfoxovra vealew
év Tupl TxTOUEVOY, TOAAGY ETEWYV UeTd xowAa,
ynparéne noving Eeivov ydvov adtoyéveiov,
&¢ of ye Ovijoxovreg deilwor terébouat,

530 doudpevor mupbevtt wibw XpuoTob BasiaRoc?!.

This is also the case in the Homeric epics in which one finds one backward-
looking simile (Od. 4.535) and one double-facing (1/. 17.747{f.). In his similes
Gregory always uses either aorist or present indicative, while in the Homeric
epics subjunctive is also used according to metrical necessities?2.

b) A Full simile, namely carm. 1.2.1.503{f. (560}, opens with /dAR ¢

16. See also carm. 1.1.2.562 (405), 1.1.5.4 (424), 2.1.1.498 (1007}, 1.2.12.11 (754)
and 2.1.45.156 (1364).

17. See Lee, op. cit., p. 17(. and List B (p. 62(f.) which contains all the Homeric
enamples of (his type as well as of those which follow.

18. But diote in similes is used e.g. in Apoll. Rhod. Argon. 2.26, 756, and 3.1373.

19. Other examples are: carm. 1.1.2.22, 67, 72 (403, 406), 1.1.3.32 (410), 1.1.7.70,
91 (444, 445), 1.2.2.209, 559 (594, 622), 1.2.29.971. (891), 1.2.38.4 (967) etc.

20. Exceptions 1o this are: carm. 2.1.19.41. (1271) and 2.1.1.18711. (984) in which the
apodosis begins with Tolvexa and abtdp respectively; and 2.1.19.19{. (1272) and 2.1.22.204.
(1282) which are backward-looking similes.

21. Other examples are: carm. 1.1.8.9U1, 1224{. (453f.. 456), 1.1.9.8711. (4631),
1.2.4.18941., 278(1., 511f. (537, 543i., 560), 2.1.1.187(1. (984), 2.1.19.41., 191, (1271,
1272), 2.1.22.20f. (1282), 2.1.16.414(. (1257} and 2.1.50.3311. (1387f).

22. See Lee, op. cit, p. 18.
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716 and, in so doing, it resembles four Homeric similes beginning with &’ d¢
te (or T')%.

4) Another Full backward-looking simile appearing in an elegiac poem,
namely carm. 2.1.50.17f. (1386), begins with &¢ éte without a verb as
happens in a few Homeric similes (f/. 2.394ff. and 23.712f.).

5) Six similes (three in hexameter and three in elegiac poems)?* are
formed with &¢ 8’ 8te and a verb in present/aorist indicative, or aorist
subjunctive/optative and are all followed by the apodosis ¢¢ xal except carm.
2.1.83.17¢f. (14291.). The apodosis in this simile is introduced by toiog as
happens in two Homeric similes in f/. 4.141ff. and 275ff. The forward-looking
Full simile of this type is common in the Homeric epics too, although a few
examples of backward-looking and double-facing similes are also used?®. As
happens in the Homeric epics, so in the Gregorian poems the choice of one
mood rather than another seems to have no other serious explanation except
that of metrical convenience. However, the optative —appearing in carm.
2.1.1.616 (1016)— is not used in any Homeric simile of this kind, although it
appears in other types?t.

6) In Gregory’s hexameter poems there is only one Internal simile
—carm. 1.2.2.579 (624)— which is introduced with #ite— placed at the fifth .
foot and followed by a single noun. This type of simile is quite common in the
Homeric epics, although in the lliad alone some forward-looking or double-
facing similes are also used?’.

7) An Internal simile introduced with €owe¢ (without a verb) is used once
in a hexameter poem: carm. 1.2.1.713{f. (576) and once in an elegiac one:
carm. 2.1.83.71. (1429). The former is a triple simile of the type o Twvi 7
Tl 7 Tevl and the latter a double: Twi éowadg xai Tivi. This is a very common
type of Homeric simile, although there are also double-facing or forward-looking
Full similes?.

8) Gregory’s hexameters and elegiacs contain each six similes introduced
with olog (or ola used adverbially). Out of these, eight are Internal similes

23. These are: {l. 13.703{1., 15.410(1., 690f{. and 17.434{. See Lee, op. cit., p. 18L.

24. These are: carm. 1.1.7.30(1. (441), 2.1.1.529((., 616(1. (1009(., 1016), 2.1.34.
191t (13151), 2.1.45.271(1. (1372) and 2.1.83.17ff. (14291.).

25. See lee, op. cit, p. 20.

26. See the similes in Od. 9.314, 1. 2.780, 11.389 which are all introduced with ¢ et
and Lee, op. cit., p. 20.

27. See Lee, op. cit., p. 20 and 63.

28. See e.g. 1. 5.87(1., 522{f. and 16.259(f., 582f.
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(three with ola?%, three with old Te3°, one with olov3! and one with oldy Te3?)
and four are Full similes (two forward-looking with the apodosis Toloc®, one
double-facing of the type: voloc... oloc... ¢i¢ xai** and another double-facing
simile in carm. 2.2.1.159ff. (1463)). In the Iliad and the Odyssey the most
common of these types is the forward-looking Full simile (usually of the type:
oloc... toloc), one is a double-facing Full simile (/. 5.554ff.) and three are
Internal beginning with oi& ve3® or olév ve (0Od. 19.233).

9) Gregory introduces two of his Internal similes with 6pofoc (preceded
by an adjective or noun as happens in about nine Homeric similes®); and five
(four hexameter and one elegiac) with opola (dpoiia), or 6poiiov (which are
used adverbially and they usually {ollow a noun or adjective®”). There is no
such type among the Homeric similes.

10) Gregory uses twice a simile opening with 6oodtiov while its apo-
dosis —beginning with t6goov— precedes®®. Most of the Homeric similes of
the type: 8ooog... Té060¢ are forward-looking similes, one is Internal (/1
2.468) and one is backward-looking as is the present one (/. 15.358f.).

11) In two different places in Gregory’s elegiac poetry there are massed
similes of the type: ob... Tég0v... 6o50v. The first group of such similes appears
in carm. 2.1.16.66ff. (1259), it consists of seven similes and has both a
preceding (tolov) and a following (8oo0v) apodosis. The other group is found in
carm. 2.1.45.2€f. (1353f.), it contains five similes and has only a following
apodosis (6éogov). As has been already observed, similes exi)ressed in the form
of a series of negative criteria are uncommon in the Homeric epics®. Yet, two
examples of such forward-looking similes appear in I/ 14.394ff. and 17.20ff.
They both contain a group of three similes.

12) Another irregular type of similes either in the Gregorian or the
Homeric poems is that which begins with #juoc and has a following apodosis

29. See carm. 2.1.1.32, 268 (972, 990) and 2.1.45.228 (1369).

30. See carm. 2.1.1.559f. (1011), 2.1.45.123 (1362) and 2.2.1.106ff. (1459).

31. See carm. 2.1.1.143f. (980).

32. See carm. 2.1.45.250 (1371).

33. See carm. 1.1.7Aff. (438f) and 2.2.1.330 (1475).

34. See carm. 2.1.1.56ff, (974).

35. See Od. 3.73 and 7.106.

36. These are: carm. 2.1.1.94f. (977) and 2.1.17.15 (1263).

37. These are: carm. 1.1.8.5 (447), 1.2.2.80, 620 (584, 627), 2.1.1.185 (984) and
2.2.1.61 (1456).

38. See carm. 1.1.7.51f. (442) and 2.1.10.6 (1027).

39. See M. Coffey, The Function of the Homeric Simile, A/Ph 78 (1957) 113-132 (p.
123).
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with tHpeg. It is found in carm. 1.1.2.194f. (403) and it may be compared with
the simile in I/, 11.86ff.

Carm. 2.1.34.193ff. (1321) may be considered as a loose simile. Finally,
Gregory has not used some less common openings of the Homeric similes such
as: w¢ et (w¢ el Te) with or without a verb, d¢ 6mdte, g 67e without a verb,
bc 8 drav, (&v)aiiyrios, &tdravtog, elxehog (fxeroc), @7, Bépas and loogs.

The next point to discuss is the content of the Gregorian similes in relation
to that of the Homeric ones.

As is the case with the Homeric similes, the range of the Gregorian similes
is also as wide as the life known to the poet and the various themes used in
them are taken from the timeless universal experience®!.

For his similes, Gregory —as does Homer— first draws upon the living
world of the animals, fish, birds, plants and trees.

The lion simile, which is one of the most common similes in Homer —Lee
records forty-eight such similes*?— is used in Gregory’s poems five times*3. The
simile in carm. 1.2.1.606 (568): / &¢ Ti5 éhagppotépaiot Aéwv Oripecoy
entotde. / underlines the superiority of a lion over other less strong animals
and may be compared with that in 1. 10.485ff.4%. Carm. 2.1.19.19f. (1272):
dove Movra / mdvrobey dupurdovois xaxol xdveg recalls the theme of dogs
(and hunters) attacking lions (or boars) which appears in a number of Homeric
similes*t. The simile in carm. 2.1.16.71f. (1259): / 008¢ Alg nivéveroct (sc.
Exhavee) emaxtvipesot Sauévtag / oxipvous, (which is one of a group of
negative similes) finds its parallel in 2/ 18.318ff.: / muxvd pdra crevdywy (sc.
Achilles) di¢ e Mg Auyéveros / & pa 0 Omod oxduvous ExapnBéros dpmdoy
dvhe / ..%8 In the simile in carm. 2.1.50.17f. (1386) the lion {(iic) is

40. Homeric examples with such openings are given in Lee, op. cit., p. 62{{. (List B).

41. See Jebb, op. cit., p. 30, Basseu, op. cit., p. 166(., Clarke, op. cit., p. 219 and
Camps, op. cit., p. 61.

42. See Lee, op. cit., List C (p. 65{f.) where the similes are grouped according to their
subject. 4

43. These are: carm. 1.2.1.606 (568), 2.1.1.616ff. (1016), 2.1.19.19(. (1272),
2.1.46.714. (1259) and 2.1.50.17f. (1386).

44. Ct. also 1. 11.383.

45. This verb —if not a corruption— seems to be a hapax legomenon, although it is not
recorded either in LSJ or in Lampe’s Patristic Greek Lexicon.

46. See e.g. 1/ 8.338ff, 11.292ff., 548ff. and 12.41(1.

47. For Mg Yiyéverog see 14 15.275, 17.109 and 18.318 —the two latter passages
are similes— and ¢f. Od. 4.456. On 1he form Ai¢ and its origins see the discussion in Lee,
op. cit., p. 40-46.

48. Ct. also the simile in /. 17.133tf. in which émaxtap is used as in the Gregorian

simile.
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characterized with the epithet &ixiog which seems to have been used after the
characterization of a lion as aixl memowa¢ in the Homeric similes*. Apart
from the dog similes mentioned above there is another one in carm. 2.1.22.20f,
{1282): wivec 8° g mTéxa Aaywovs® / # xepad’ dugpic Eyouvst referring to
dogs surrounding a hare or deer. The simile recalls a similar one in /.
10.360ff.51,

The beast or boar similes -—also common in Homer— are used in carm.
2.2.1.61 (1456): Ohpeoowv opolia and 1.2.14.94 (762): dote odeg/52. °

The horse simile —wich features five times in Homer— is used once in
Gregory's carm. 2.1.17.105 (1269): c¢ 6a6v®? inmov. Two other similes with
nahag are found in carm. 2.1.1.559ff. (1011) and 2.2.1.106ff. (1459). In the
latter simile m@hoc is characterized as &ebrogépoc which is used of {mmog in
two Homeric similes54,

Although the cattle similes are common in Homer, Gregory uses them only
once in carm. 2.1.16.72 (1259): 008" ayérnv Poundhog (sc. Exhavoev) dGhhvué-
vy,

Gregory uses four similes with reptiles: carm. 1.1.8.5 (447): épnuotp,
2.1.1.235ff. (987f.): mwpdc Eyic, 2.1.1.618ff. (1016): 8¢ic and 1.2.1.715
(576): (sc. éowdTee) / 7} Sohydv dpilwv oxohiolc unpdpact yauotpbdcss. In the
Iliad there are only two such similes which, however, both use the word Spa-
KWV,

Gregory makes use of similes with fish as does Homer: 1) carm. 2.1.1.55ff.
(974):

55 Tolov yap &n’ &vlpaar Aotydv Geaiver,
olov Um’ eldutt yahnbe, 817 iyblow x¥pa @épnoy,
of Twnv mobéovreg &vl omhayvoisty drebpov
elpuoav Gmpoidy] ogérepov udpov ApQLyavévTed.

&¢ xal guol doddumtig, émel {dpav vt wiv Eyvay,

60 Eoodpevog ypbo xahdy émAiube puwtl Eorxame,
alxev moeg dpetiy mobéwv xaxiy mehdooiul
xhemTopévou mpdg Brelipov Eragppotépolo véoro...

49. See Il 5299, 17.61, Od. 6.130 and of. 1. 13.471.

50. Ci. 1. 22.310.

51. Cf. also 1. 152714, b79ff. and 22.1891f.

52, See also carm. 2.1.45.123 (1362) and 1.1.8.5 (447).

53. In Homer this adjective describes chariots (/. 11.533 = 17.458) but nol a horse
(which is usually called @xd¢ or &erhémouve). Yet of. Apoll. Rhod. Argon. 4.86 and 1604.

54. See Il. 22.22 and 162.

55. C(. Nicand. Ther. 160 and 265.

56. See /. 3.33(1. and 22.93(f.
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The simile refers to the death the hook brings to fish and may be compared to
the Homeric one in I/ 24.82. 2) Carm. 2.1.1.498 (1007) is a simile with a
cuttle-fish (ommin), 3) carm. 1.2.12.11 (754): Seropic 8’ ¢ éml yépoov
&Aidpopocs” is a dolphin simile as is that in 1/ 21.22f{.58, and 4) carm.
2.1.16.74 (1259): od (sc. Téo0v Exhavce) ToAdToUG (sc. apels) Baauny finds
its counterpart in the sea-polypus (octopus or cuttle-fish) simile in Od. 5.432ff.

Similes with birds and insects are very common in the Homeric epics and
they appear also five times in Gregory’s poems: 1) carm. 1.2.13.1 (754): dic
metenvd/%, 2) 2.1.16.73f. (1259): o08& gurokévoro putol xabimepbe xariy /
dpvig (sc. Exiaucev) agels déxwv; 3) 1.2.2.526ff. (620) —ihe text is cited
above p. 14— is a simile which refers to the fabulous bird phoenix and finds no
parallel in the Homeric epics, 4) 2.1.16.13 (1251): dote péroou/® and 5)
2.2.1.1591f. (1463):

NUv ye pév olg Texéeoor mathp, MTepdV ola veosoLlG
160 aleTdg @xuméTyct! mAnoiov imTdypevoc,
165 , 62 4.0 31 'y havd
i00ver vedmmurove?, 81’ mMépog év Aaydveoot
Swevovt ' olmw Oapoaréy mrépuyt,
Y : y -
moAr& wév edoefine madedpata Toisw Smalmv,

obmw 8" H¢g dpetiic péprepov 0UdEV Eywv

The eagle simile is common in the Homeric epics®s.

Finally, in Gregory’s poems we find a simile with an ant, one with a bear,
and one with a tortoise and a crab®. Such animal similes do not occur in
Homer®.

Gregory —as does Homer— forms similes with trees, plants and flowers.
The common Homeric simile with oak trees appears in carm. 2.1.1.1871f.

(984):

57. Cl. Nonn. Dionys. 43.281.

58. Cf. Apoll. Rhod. Argon. 4.933tf.

59. A Homeric simile with wmetenve is found in /[ 2.459ff.

60. Homeric similes with bees are found in I/ 2.87ff. and 12.167{f. Cf. Apoll. Rhod.
Argon. 1.879tf. and 2.130ff.

61. In Homer he adjeclive is used with inmog (/. 8.42 = 13.24). With {prE it is used
in Hesiod. Oper. 212.

62. Cf. Greg. Naz. carm. 1.2.1.378 (550).

63. See e.g. 1l 17.674{1., 21.252ff., 22.308ff. and Od. 24.538.

64. See carm. 1.2.12.3 (754), 2.1.1.616{f. (1016) and 1.2.1.713ff. (576) respectively.

65. For an ant simile see Apoll. Rhod. Argon. 4.1452ff.
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¢ dpudc LPwbpoott, Blarg avépwy Epurolors
whGvag dpaprdloust meptoTaddy darobev &ihog,
7 peydrny gpaypolo StappatcBévior ahwiys?

190 vyretéic Tpuydwot TapaTpoykovtect® 68itat,
xal ¢ Spupdlev povépopfoc®? £& Syhficat’ 88évte
adTap Epol mwévog E0Tlv AydoTOVOC.

This simile may be compared to that in 7/ 14.414f{.7° Another Gregorian
simile with a witug and a mwhatavietog uprooted by a siream is found in
2.1.1.529f. (1009f.) and may be compared to 7/ 11.492ff.

Similes with roses or grapes appear in Gregory’s poetry, yet they are
missing from Homer's™. These are: carm. 1.2.2.209 (594): c¢ pdéSov &v
otuyepfior wal dfeipowy axdvboug/, carm. 2.1.45.250 (1371): oldv te
dpogepalc &v xahdxeoor pé8ov/ and carm. 2.1.16.41ff. (1257):

wg 8¢ Bétpug Mapfiow Un’ dxtivecar pehayyBelc,
o1’ Spoout xabapic Neépa Auvduevoc,
ot Shog Gptdc Eoti, TO pdv pédag, diro 8’ fpubipdc,
graro 87 dp’ aiflanderg, Sppaxa 8’ &Aro Eyet.
45 ¢ ol SmpLéwvrto mematvopévng xaxdTmToC,
#8n xal Anvoig y#hbeov edputépats.

Finally, there are two similes with plants or parts of them in carm.
2134419, (1315€)) and 1.2.2.80 (584) which, too, have no parallel in
Homer.

Other similes featuring in both poets are those referring to natural
phenomena. Light similes —or metaphors— are a favourite subject in Gregory’s
poetry as they have a particular philosophico-religious significance™. These are:

66. This is a common Homeric epithet of 8pbc: see /1. 14.398, 23.118, Od. 12.357,
14.328 = 19.297 and 9.186.

67. Homeric similes with an orchard appear in {/. 5.87{(,, 18.57 (= 438) and 21.346{1. '

68. The form —if not a corruption— seems to be the poet’s own creation instead of
napatpoyalovies. See Lampe, Patristic Greek Lexicon, s.v. mapatpoyaew and LSJ s.v.
Tapatpoydley.

69. Lampe PGL s.v. cites this passage and carm. 2.1.13.41 (1230) as the only
occurrences of the word. See Hesychius s.v.

70. Cf. also those in [/ 12.132ff. and 13.3891f.

71. Such similes appear in OT; ¢f. e.g. LXX Sir. 24.14, 17, 3913 and Ps. 127.3.

72. See my dissertation "The Hymns of Gregory of Nazianzus and their Place in the
History of Greek and Early Christian Hymnography' (unpublished Ph. D. diss., Univ. of
Leeds, 1984), p. 47 n. 2, 3.
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carm. 1.1.2.22 (403), 1.1.3.32 (410), 2.1.83.8 (1429) and 1.1.7.11f. (438f.):

Oty 3 lVetioto nat’ 7Hépoc eddibwvTog
AVTOWUEVY) VEQEEOOLY ATTOXPOVUGTOLS TEPLWYAIG
dxtic NeAloto moAdypoov iptv EALGOEL,
3 \ ’ A ’ 3 ’ 3 M
dpot 3¢ pwv mavry cehayiletar éyylbfev aibnp
5 xUxAototy munivoict xal #xtofle Avopévoist
Toln xal Qaéwv méAeTal QUGLE GXPOTATOLO
pwTdg dmootiAfovrog del voag Hooovag adyals.

The latter simile makes reference also to a rainbow and may be thus compared
to a rainbow Homeric simile in 1/ 11.27f. and 17.5471f.

Wind similes —common in the Homeric epics— appear in carm.
1.1.7.511. (442): (peydhrot Bepanovree, / Téoo0v TpwTOTYTOLO *ahoD TEAAG,)
booaTidv mep / aibmp Herlowo, carm. 1.1.8.122(f. (456):

w¢ 87 bm’ dnTang

yetpeptols Takivopoos Giimhoog AAbev dmisow,
abfiic 87 g mvolfioly EAappoTERY oL TETAGGNRG

125 iotiov, ) épétyor pdye mAdov abbig dwuooey,
¢ muelc peydroo Geol amd THAe mesdvreg

Eumaiy olx dupoynTi gihov mAdov Exmepdwpev.

in carm. 1.2.1.278ff. (543f.):

w¢ 67 OAlymv updv vija uwpode meolnoty afTvg
haipeot memtapévorst 3’ oidpatoc Gxa Oéouvsav,
280 Wt yépeg méumovsty Emewyoubvny OT EpeTuoic,
TOAM 3’ olx Ohiyn Tmvoun @éper, dAAX Bapelav
TévTov Emepyouévny OTEPENTERDG 0LpOG Emelyet,
&¢ pa xal dluvéeg pév, Emel Ldovoty éhagpot,
noupoTéprg ueyahoto feol yatéouow dpwydic?.

and in carm. 2.1.45.317ff. (1375f.):

und’ (sc. €u€) ag vije péhawav, édmhoov, pba Oéovoay,
7187 xal Apévev minolov imtapévy,

73. Cf. the simile in /. 7.4ff.
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raipeot memtapévoloty énatfaca Oledda
320 hevyaréwy avépmy EEamivne dmicw

, / s 2 g ~ ;
méudetev marivopsov én’ edpéa vista Bloto,...

Other similes with ships (which are another favourite theme in Gregory’s
poetry, particularly for metaphors of life’) are: carm. 2.1.1.94f. (977),
1.2.13.2 (754) and 2.1.10.22 (1028).

In the category of similes with natural phenomena one also finds those

with rivers: carm. 1.1.7.30ff. (441):

30 @¢ 8 bre TENYOAE TOTAUG TEPAWY Tig 63LTNG
garivyg avémarto xal loyetar iépevéc mep,
morra 8¢ of xpadly mopplpetar dppl peébpw’
ypetw Oapcog EmmEe, @éfoc 8’ Emédnoev épwhv
TOARAXL Tapadv Getpev &’ U8ati, mohhaxt & abre
35 ydoooto, papvauivey 3¢ @fov vixnoev dvdyxy.
¢ xal épol Bedtyrog dedéog £yydg iévre,
tapPog pév xabapolo mapastdtac LYLuédovrog
Belvar O’ aumroxly) pwTog xexopnuévov eldoc,
pn Tw xal wAebvesaly 680V xaxing oTopécotL.

The simile, baving as its subject a man trying to cross a flooded river, may be
compared to a similar one appearing in /. 5.597ff.75. Two other river similes
are: carm. 2.1.83.21f. (1430)7 and 2.1.1.529ff. (1009f.) which is mentioned
above (p. 20).

Gregorian similes with heavens and earth are found in carm. 2.1.10.51.
(1027):

omrotépy ‘Pouyn, téogov mpogépouvca mornwy,
6ooatiov yaing obpavdg aoTepSeLs

and carm. 1.2.2.579 (624): #ite yainc / respectively. To these one may add
two similes referring to night: carm. 1.1.4.44 (419) and 2.1.83.7 (1429):

voxti éowxwc / which is the same as that in Il 1.4777,

74. See B. Lorenz, Zur Seefahrt des Lebens in den Gedichten des Gregor von.Nazianz,
VChr. 33 (1979) 234-241 and R. Freise, Zur Metaphorik der Seefahrt in den Gedichten
Gregors von Nazianz, in 1. Symposium Nazianzenum, edited by J. Mossay, Forschungen zu
Gregor von Nazianz, 2, Paderborn: F. Schéningh, 1983, p. 1569-163.

75. Cf. also 1/ 21.282f.

76. Cf. 11 5.87ff.

77. Cf. also 11 12.463.
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Similes with fire are very common in Homer and are used four times in
Gregory: 1) carm. 2.1.34.60 (1311): 6¢ omuwlhp xahdune bxa pumilopévne, 2)
carm. 2.1.45271{f. (1372):

Q¢ 38 bdte xapparény xahaumyv omwbnp aidnrog®
Evdob. PBooxduevoc, Adumetar eEamivig,
¢hOE OMiynm T6 TmpdTov, Emetta 3t mupodg aéply
&ometog, (¢ xal Eym QAGUATL SHtOUEVOC
275 &y Oméhapmov EpwTa, ofhag 8¢ te méot gadviy
obxét’ évi YuyTig Bévbeot xpumtdpevov™.

3) carm. 1.2.1.511 (560): &¢ Tiow év Adeaot mupde évocd. The simile may be
compared to that in 1L 15.605{f. 4) carm. 1.2.2.559 (622) refers to the
melting of copper by fire.

Two Gregorian similes with stones appear in carm. 1.2.1.511{f. (560f.):
bg 8¢ oidnpoc / xpodpacty éx Mbdxwv Hxe oéhag, &g dmd Ovnrav / edoefiny
roydbwoav dyer Advog, and carm. 2.1.50.42 (1388): Eumvoog dote Aibog/.

Gregory —as does Homer— uses similes with metals: a) iron®' in carm.
1.2.1.511ff. (5601.) —cited just above— carm. 2.1.1.32 (972) which refers to
the rusting of iron and carm. 1.2.29.97f. (891): &ove Aibog, / v pdyvng
£pvet®2, b) copper in carm. 1.2.2.559 (622): a¢ mwupl yarxdc. / and c) gold in
carm. 1.1.7.91 (445): &g ypuodg yodvaior xabatpépevor Brétoro /. The simile
is taken from the OT —specifically from LXX Sap. 3.6— and it is used again in
carm. 1.2.1.602 (568) and carm. 1.2.38.4 (967).

Some Gregorian similes refer to various objects, instruments and other
things used in daily life: 1) carm. 2.1.1.143f. (980) refers to a net, 2) carm.
2.1.1.268 (990) to a weight (tahavtov)ss, 3) carm. 1.2.12.1 (753) 10 a wheel,
4) carm. 211513 (1251) to a circle and D) carm. 2.1.45.228 (1369) to
cheese8d. The simile in carm. 2.1.45.156 (1364): Eumvoov ¢ wbdpny
Ivedpate xpovouévyy./ —a lyre inspired by the Pneuma— has a Christian
content®®. In the same category one may also include the simile in carm.

78. The adjective is used with 7lp in two similes in //. 2.455 and 11.155.
79. Cf. the Homeric similes in 1, 11.1551f., 2.455ff., 14.396f., and 20.490ff.
80. Cf. I/ 6.182.

81. Such similes in Homer are: Od. 19.211 and 494.

82. A simile with a magnet is found in Eurip. fr. 567 (T'GF, Nauck?).

83. Cf. the Homeric simile in /. 24.80ff.

84. Cf. the simile in /. 5.902{f. which refers to cheese-making.

85. See my dissertation, op. cit., p. 241 (the note on carm. 2.1.38.50).
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2.1.36.1931f. (1321) which refers to the story of Polycrates’ ring (related by
Herodotus in his Histor. 3.41f). .

In Homer men are compared with various individual gods or goddesses, or
even with the deity in general expressed as 8edc, dfdvator, Saipwvss. So too
Gregory compares men with God or Christ: carm. 1.1.5.43 (427) and
2.1.16.86 (1260).

In Gregory’s poems there are also various comparisons with man in general
{Ppotés, dvlpwmog): carm. 1.1.2.67, 72 (406) and 1.2.2.620 (627); or even
with characters of men: carm. 2.1.1512 (1251): e wvhpwy, carm. 2.4.17.15
(1263): @pevomA#E®, carm. 2.1.87.3 (1433): doapxoc and carm. 1.1.2.67
(406): ddapaoctog. .

Another type of Homeric and Gregorian similes alike is that which refers to
various human activities: 1) that of a coppersmith (yaAxedc)® in carm.
1.1.2.52 (405), 2) of a charioteer (#vioyoc), in carm. 2.1.17.82 (1267), 3) of
a seaman (&Aimhoog) in carm. 1.1.8.122ff. (456) which is cited above (p. 21),
4) of a flute-player in carm. 1.1.8.91ff. (4531.), 5) of an engraver in carm.
1.2.1.1891f. (537)%, 6) of hunters in carm. 2.1.50.17f. (1386), 7) of one
tending cattle (Bouxéhroc) in carm. 2.1.16.72 (1259), 8) of one playing the
game of meoool in carm. 1.2.1.503ff. (560) and 9) of one taking the army from
a king in carm. 1.1.7.70 (444).

In Homer similes with abstract nouns are very rare®. In Gregory’s poems
we find such similes in: 1) carm. 1.1.5.5 (424): stroke/beat (Any¥), 2) carm.
2483471, (14291.): disease (véooc) and 3) carm. 1.1.4.441. (419): old age
(yiipac).

Next come the family similes which appear both in the Gregorian and the
Homeric poems, particularly the Odyssey (as they are appropriate for a poem

about the reuniting of a family®): 1) carm. 2.1.19.4ff. (1271):

a¢ 8¢ matnp ayalde xal &gppovog ulog Eoto
5 moAhdxig dugadiwv éméwv Opdsog Hy  Umédexvo,
tolvexa xal ob Abyoioty épole, Oede, Mhaog eing, ..

Similes with father and son appear also in the Homeric epics®. 2) Carm.

2.1.50.33ff. (1387f.):

86. See e.g. Od. 2.5, 3.468 and Ii. 5.438.

87. See also carm. 1.1.6.99 (437), 2.2.5.83 (1527) and 4P 9.141.

88. Cf. the simile in Od. 9.391ff.

89. Cf. the simile in Empedocles fr. 23 (Diels-Kranz, Vorsokr., i, p. 321f).

90. See e.g. Od. 7.36 and 1. 15.80ff.

91. See Clarke, op. cit., p. 220 and cf. Webster, op. cit., p. 239.

92. See 11, 23.222ff. and Od. 17.111f., and the Biblical one in LXX Ps. 102.13.
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viv ye pév, dg Ambpactoc év qyxaiidesor Texolong
vioyog Onhiy Eomacev adoheny
35 yetreor Swparéoior, wébov 3 Eedoato pATYg,
& &p’ Eu¥ic YAwoonc hadg dmoxpéuaTal, ...

This simile reminds us of the Biblical one in LXX Ps. 130.2, while the theme of
a mother and baby appears in 1/. 4.130f. 3) The massed negative simile in carm.
2.1.45.2f. (1353f.) refers to a man who cries for the death of his children,
parents and wife, for his burnt homecountry and for his limbs which have been
weakened by an illness. In the same category we may include family similes
referring to birds: carm. 2.2.1.1591f. (1463) —the text is cited above (p. 19)—
in which an eagle teaches its nestlings how to fly. Such family similes appear in
the Homeric epics too®.

Finally, in Gregory’s poetry there are some similes with subjects taken
from the Old and New Testament, and the Christian tradition. These are: 1) the
gold similes we have mentioned above (p. 23), 2) carm. 1.1.9.87{f. (463f.)
which refers to the tenth plague of Pharaoh®, 3) carm. 2.1.16.66ff. (1259)
which is a massed negative simile and it refers to the distress of the Israelites
having been deprived of their temple (during the Babylonian captivity), or of
their ark by the Philistines®®, and to Jacob’s sorrow at the kidnapping of his son
Joseph®s, 4) carm. 2.1.55.9 (1400) which is based on Ev. Mt. 8.30ff. (or Mc.
5411f., Lc. 8.321), 5) carm. 2.2.1.330 (1475) which is taken from Ev. M.
7.2 (cf. Mc. 424 and Lc. 6.38), 6) carm. 1.1.2.19f. (403) which refers to the
relationship between the Son and the Father, 7) carm. 1.1.5.43 (427) which
refers to Christ and finally 8) carm. 2.1.45.156 (1364) which is mentioned
above (p. 23).

Homer’s similes, as Bassett observes, ‘lack the direct personal reference,
the «I» and the «You’, although he goes on to note that the formal subjective
element is the present tense which is used in them and makes the pictures
belong neither to the past nor to the story®’. On the contrary, in the Gregorian
poems (most of which have a personal autobiographical character) there are a
lot of similes the apodosis of which refers to the poet himself®.

93. See e.g. /I 9.323f., 12.1671f.,, 17.4(. and 133ff.

94. See LXX Ex. 11.1ff. and Gregory’s carm. 1.1.14.12 (476).

95, See LXX [/ Reg. 4.11.

96. See LXX Gen. 37.12ff.

97. See Basselt, op. cir, p. 169.

98. See e.g. carm. 2.1.1.55ff. (974), 2.1.19.19{. (1272), 1.1.7.30ff. (441), 1.1.9.871{L.
(463f), 1.2.13.1f. (754), 1.2.12.11 (754), 2.1.10.22 (1028), 2.1.15.111 (1251),
2.1.16.66ff. (1259) and 2.1.34.119ff. (1315f.).



26 Gregory Nazianzen’s Usage of the Homeric Simile

A small number of Homeric similes have been severely criticized as
inappropriate (either by containing irrelevant details, or by lacking an exact
correspondence with the point they illustrate), and many theories have been
brought forward to explain this®. On the contrary, the Gregorian similes with
only a few exceptions, are exact at more than one point of comparison and are
reinforced with relevant details.

The Gregorian similes are used not as mere embellishments, but as
consistent parts of the poem. Their primary function is the same as that of the
Homeric similes, namely to illustrate and underline various aspects of the
content of the poem not capable of direct description!®. 1f we were to examine
all the Gregorian similes in detail and within their context, we could see that
they have a multiplicity of usages, among others: to suggest inward feelings and
physical, or mental situations, to illustrate appearance, sound, measurement of
space and time, quantity, or above all to provide a whole picture in order to
explain a particular situation or event’®l. And since this detailed examination
forms itself an extended topic of research and, therefore, it would obviously
lead us out of the restricted limits of a short article as is the present one, we
may end here this preliminary study of the Gregorian similes leaving for the
future any further discussion on them.

To sum up our discussion we focus attention on the following points: 1) In
types, length and form the Gregorian similes adhere to the Homeric ones. 2)
Apart from some Gregorian similes with obvious Biblical or Christian origin, the
rest of them use themes from the animal and inanimate nature, the natural
phenomena and the daily life which are largely similar to those used in the
Homeric similes but are presented freely and with considerable flexibility. 3) In
opposition to the Homeric similes, most of the Gregorian ones are appropriately
chosen to fit the context and some of them have a personal character. And 4)
the Gregorian similes have a variety of functions as do the Homeric ones.

Athens V. A. FRANGESKOU

99. See Camps. op. cit., p. 571., Clarke, op. cit., p. 2201, Bassett, op. cit., p. 165l..
Bowra, op. cu., p. 116f. and 126 and Lee, op. cit., p. 6fl.

100. On the function and usages of the Homeric similes see among others Cotley, ari.
ai., p. 118f(., Camps, op. cir, p. 56 and Webster, op. at., p- 223, 225 and 235.

101. See e.g. carm. 211919 (1272), 2.1.50.17t. (1386), 1.1.7.30ff. (441),
117440 (4381, 2.1.83.71. (1429), 2.1.16.13 (1255), 1.1.7.50(f. (442), 1.2.13.11. (754),
1.2.12.3 (754), 2.1.1.529((., 616ff. (1009f., 1016), 1.2.2.526ff. (620).





