A NEW LETTER OF PHOTIUS TO BORIS

To Professor A. M. Friend Jr
on his GOth anntversary

A few months ago Mr G. Cournoutos, Keeper of manus-
cripts in the National Library of Athens, and Father J. Darouzzés
kindly drew my attention to a very important manuscript contain-
ing letters and homilies of Photius, which has sofar remained
unknown, because it was added to the Athenian collection of
manuscripts after Sakkelion compiled his catalogue. A detailed
description of this manuscript {"A8%vzt, *Efviud; Befihiobivny 2756)
is to be found now in the Review «Benloyizs of the Holy Sy-
nod in Athens '

- Among the unpublished Photius texts in this manuscript is
a letter addressed to Boris of Bulgaria. The text of it runs as
follows °:

Codex Atheniensis 2756 saec. X1V, ff 178-179.
[Mliyani éx Geob dpypovie Boviyagpiag

Ei Bawpusiy Eypdpets ypanpata, 3dxpuoty Ay ypnodpeves avti
péixves wat tolg py mapsbot mapéayey ixvy o0 wdfoug Bedoxaba:,
Nov &7 ofpot wal tadtng 6 pdacg ynpedst g yipitag. "8 whnyfic Bu-
petac, O topdjg yxhewhg, oV piv Eyodovg Box ye td avlp@dTiva ui) al-
afavipevoy, thy 3¢ mixpdg Statepodang wal amodimobarg &y bt
gbpat. Avuopevoy xul TR YAuxelag ol @uATRTou guvageiag dhectviig
Braanopevoy, iy ve 18 wévlag, 8nep évétnlev fnov tale xapBiag §

VLD Kovgrodror xat Bao, daciodn, dwtion natpidpron Kovatavtivon-
nélzmg o avéxdotor dnihlar, Hsoloyla 20 (1904) 1-24 {pagination of the off-
prints). The description of the manuscript is in the pages - 14.

* [ should like to express my sincere thanks to Mr G. Conrnontos
for his assistance in reading the text and for his kind permission to
publish it here. Thanks are alse due to Father ] Daronzzés, who kindly

told me about thic manuscript, and to Father Irenaeus Doens who col-
lated for me sowme passages of the text.
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am oy

Aoy fipdg mveupatixdg uidg, & motdg év Paciielory, & gliotg aiBé-
grpuog, To0To pév Eott Te ouviyov wxl map’ SAev olpx: tdv Blov dostar
wi Avduevoy, w@v N TOY shyeveotdtwy te xai edosbeatdtwv xxl T
altold fxaideiog Staddywy dpsth), off &feuyevilewy xhtod tde mpalerg
&v 1 wenelolxe Sraviotata:, xatanpalvery e wxi dmpadztrav T
Zhyog dmyetpT. "B ob wal ypaopely tf of mepiBAinTy dpyd the moA-
Mg wxi Babutdtye dvapipovteg Admyg meoyfnueyv. [lpdtoy piv ydp
dyalod watpdc dyalol pivieg maideg ob paddov T Safoy’ the Zp-
x7ic 9 tis dpetiic dvopatlovrat xal 1@y ZAhwv yapbviwy, oig & ma-
the wal mapsifioy Eveudoxipel, adTols dvix xaxl @dbog Eyer, pymote
Ty Exaivy xatwplopévey gavdoy dhzttoug xxt Bedtepor vopisba
Tolg modhalg TV FAAYe dmeeixeiag wal T el¢ navta, ol dxelvag TdY
FAAwy Expdtet, auvioemg te nal TeletdtyTog. Aidnep o8 nepl Tijg Hpdy
neptBhéntou peyxdedintog & tuxmy x0telc énfjAley Zydy, dote pih po-
voy T¥jg Tipde OpEg Exelvou Szutépoug voptabijvax: Suxbésews, | AL oz
ve Buvatd xal xpeitroug dpbivar wal 18 @litpoy éniBeifar HAlxov slov
Zte 8% matpiley te wal oiwoley wolumdmoialdpevov. Atd xat adtinx
i Baotisixzg 15 axfimtpoy Oeobey Befdpevar dyrl Befidg wal yethiwy
olz 3% Tobg g grhlag Heopods &v ypappast mpoteivdwevor xat 3¢ ad-
Ty CUVETTOVTES Exutolc THv ofy dpetiy xal el Spoppoadvny Suvdyov-
Teg wal bpdvoray, péyz wAiog fiyolviar ayiory x3edpudny xnal oiltpov
dBohov, B petd tig yvdpng N glag yzpiletar, &v &lAhiolg Spdohal
Te wxl mapd maviwy Eriyivioxeabz. Aud Tipdar piv iy dpetépay ipa-
iy &v Adyaug, Baupalous: 8t 2v oulhdyoig xal totc Epyotg tobg Adysug
apobaiiety v mioTty eAddy omoudly cuvelodyoust, pengdpevol pdy
Tolg &f Tivég Rote altiay omyg mapxoydvrag §) wapaayeiv dniyetpody-
tag tf Opdv zoxuBepvity dpyd), anodexdpevar () wal mpsosixeto)-
prevor tols ouAdapbivovtag wdv pdv oxdvBalov éx péoou pépoug Exa-
tépov mepiaipetival, mdsay 8t elpfvyy xal Spbvorav dpmAativeatai
te xal gumoiitebeobar wal tdv Eumpostey edotabéstepdy te xal xpa-
taotepoy, & xal beob ydpiu, 8¢ pihavBpwmizg i’po’ctq) TAoUTY petd
Ty Simy map” Hpty dvepdtayv wal elpivny xatpfivce xaleiofar, thv
onavdiiwy dxmodov xabiotapévey, ola 3% xowvd] cuppépov xal swti-
prov atadunmpws npoehbziv. Xpd toryapodv xal tiy Opetépayv Deowu-
Bepynov Eousiay iy oy xal polay dvadelapévny Budleowy Tf xouvd
xal owinplp ovvetseveyxelv elpfvy & tihtxabdty wpémet ouvsiodyety
edoebelx te xal cuvioet xal tedetdtRte, g &v dxatépwlev ¢ wxba-
pag val teAstag dvaguopbvng dydmyg & odvieopog adtiig wal f oup-

9 quvéysiv c.
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whowt) dppryiic wal @Stddutag elg tdv 2ldva draguiaylsin. "lowg piv
ohy mepitTy ¥ napaivesic B6Zer olg & thg elpfvng Bpopog wxl § zydw
rpd maytdg Fikou omovBAletar, mAhy e ¢iiov Zdott matpdst @rAtd-
Ty Téxviy, xdy Evyds thywaty froytz ol omsudalspévou, Evopatie-
allar péy ol Sp@at, T 5t & téhog xatxAxbely EmiTayuvolsyg napx:-
végzwg p) dplotaclae. "Anep odyv Evtatlx toig gihtdtsig »al mvew-
patikoic Apev téuvorg, totg mavevsebiotog fudy wxt Dzsmpobintsg
Bxsedar, suvetadyety ob mapactabpelx, mpdg 2T TovTo xal THY Due-
tépay Besppotpntoy wal | Bedoluopévry Egouaiay mpotpénay fuétzpoy

yotog elva Aoylduelz. “Ronep vdp dywpiotoug dpds Eyopsy 14 edoe- !

Bely wal T mveupxTing iitpy x&v T Omepedyeshzr, oitw xal tdg
napavbosic dywplatous elyxt mpinsty wal xowag &y wpidemg 2Bend-
atou vope wxt mysumatindic gritag Bpy nilinehz.

Although neither names nor data are mentioned in this letter,
its meaning is clear. In it Photius announces to Boris the death
of the Emperor Basil 1 and the enthronement of Leo and Ale-
xander, and in the name of the two new fxotkets he asks Boris
for the continuation and intenstfication of good relations between
the Byzautine Empire and Bulgaria. The letter must he dated
in 586, between the 29th of August (death of Basil) and the beginn-
ing of December {dismissal of Photius and nomination of Ste-
plicn), more probably early in September, right after the death of
Basil.

It is not the place here to elaborate on the importance of this
letter '. [ am publishing the text in order to make it immediately
available to historians and I take this opportunity to express
wy deep gratitude to Professor A. M. Friend Jr, of Princcton
[Tniversity, [ormer Director of Studies at Iwumbarton Oaks
Washington, . C.,, to whose wise guidance and unfailing encou-
rageinent I am greatly indebted for my work on the texts of
Photius,

Thessalonike . BASIEL LAOURDAS

' T'he new edition of the letters of Photius, which has heen
annonnced in Byzantinische Zeitschrift 44 (1951) 370, is now very advanced
and it is hoped that it will appear after not too long.
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